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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY WASHINGTON COLLEGE OF LAW, Washington, DC

2001-present
Associate Professor of Law, teaching in International Human Rights Clinic and Immigration Law.  Provide instruction and supervision to students in live-client clinical representation in cases involving asylum, immigrant worker exploitation, and international human rights issues.  Student cases are brought before domestic courts as well as international human rights bodies.  Areas of expertise include immigrants’ rights, clinical legal education, labor and employment, and poverty law.  Previously taught in Criminal Justice Clinic.
ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN LEGAL CENTER, Los Angeles, CA, Staff Attorney

1997-2001
Skadden Fellow, 1997-1999.  Represented Latino and Asian immigrant garment workers in federal litigation for claims under federal Fair Labor Standards Act, California Business and Professions Code, and negligence.  Drafted declarations, took and defended depositions, and wrote sections of summary judgment motion for Bureerong et al., v. Uvawas et al., suit by enslaved Thai garment workers against manufacturers and retailers. Represented individual garment workers in wage claims before the California Labor Commissioner.  Advocated for passage of California anti-sweatshop statute AB 633.  Represented immigrant domestic worker trafficked and enslaved by employers in connection with immigration, civil and criminal proceedings.  Lead counsel on language access complaint filed with U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Civil Rights against Los Angeles welfare department under Title VI of Civil Rights Act of 1964.  Advocated with federal, state, and local officials to ensure linguistically and culturally appropriate welfare-to-work services for immigrants and workers’ rights protections for all recipients.  Advised welfare recipients and advocates on immigrant-specific provisions of welfare reform and labor and employment rights in welfare-to-work programs.   Conducted legal research and assisted in design of job training-oriented welfare-to-work program for City of Los Angeles Private Industry Council.  Supervised summer law students and full time legal externs.  Worked in collaboration with other civil rights, public interest law, and community-based organizations.   

SOUTH ASIAN NETWORK, Artesia, CA, Legal Task Force Chair

1997 - present
Coordinated provision of legal referrals and direct legal services to low-income immigrants from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka in Los Angeles area.   Developed domestic violence legal resources for South Asian community.  Initiated design for revolving loan fund for domestic violence victims to facilitate access to family law attorney representation.

U.S. DISTRICT COURT, Burlington, VT, Law Clerk
1996-97
Clerk to Judge William K. Sessions III.  Assisted judge in preparation for oral arguments and in research and writing of published opinions on civil and criminal matters.

LA RAZA CENTRO LEGAL, San Francisco, CA, Summer Law Intern
1996
Aided in representation of clients in wage and hour, employment discrimination, and housing cases.  Conducted client interviews and drafted court documents for litigation.

AGHS LEGAL AID CELL, Lahore, Pakistan, Intern

1996
Assisted in client representation on family law, bonded labor, and religious persecution cases at largest legal aid organization in Pakistan.  Assessed effectiveness of organization and drafted proposal for significant structural change based on principles of client participation.

MORRISON & FOERSTER, New York, NY, Summer Associate
1995

Drafted memoranda of law on conflicts of law, successor liability, spousal right of election, enforceability of rights under Section 1983, Eleventh Amendment protections, and on-line contracting.  Prepared motions in limine for death penalty case.

HALE AND DORR LEGAL SERVICES CENTER, Jamaica Plain, MA, Student Intern
1994
Interned as part of Harvard Law School clinical legal education program.  Assisted clients in public benefits claims, including disability and other Supplemental Security Insurance (SSI)-related issues.  Represented clients in administrative hearings.  Drafted estate planning documents for HIV-positive clients.

ACLU IMMIGRANTS’ RIGHTS PROJECT, New York, NY, Summer Law Intern
1994
Prepared memoranda on judicial review of INS decisions, and due process rights of political asylum applicants.  Assisted in preparation of Congressional testimony on U.S.-Haiti immigration policy.

EDUCATION

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL, J.D., cum laude, 1996


Activities:
Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review, Articles Editor




Hale & Dorr Legal Services Center, Student Intern



South Asian Association


Third Year



Paper:

Reconsidering Borders: Immigrants and Affirmative Action
HARVARD COLLEGE, A.B., magna cum laude, in Modern Middle Eastern Studies, 1993


Activities:
Harvard Foundation for Intercultural and Race Relations, co-chair




South Asian Association, co-president

Thesis:
Radicalism in Orthodoxy’s Clothing: The Law of Apostasy in Islam and the Salman Rushdie Affair
HONORS

ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION RESIDENT FELLOWSHIP IN THE HUMANITIES, California State University, Los Angeles, 2004-05 (Fellowship to support research on legal strategies to organize and empower women in the garment industries of Los Angeles, California and Ahmedabad, India)
SOUTH ASIAN NETWORK COMMUNITY LEADER AWARD, Artesia, CA, 2003
ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK LEADERSHIP AWARD, New York, NY, 2003
SKADDEN FELLOWSHIP, 1997-1999
IRVING KAUFMAN PUBLIC INTEREST FELLOWSHIP, Harvard Law School, 1997-98

PUBLICATIONS

A Rage Shared by Law: Post-September 11 Racial Violence as Crimes of Passion, 92 Cal. L. Rev. 1259 (2004).

Homeland Insecurities: Racial Profiling the Day After 9/11, Social Text 72, Vol. 20, No. 3 (Fall 2002).

The Ethics of Narrative, 11 Amer. U. J. of Gender, Soc. Policy & Law 117 (2002).
Serving Market Needs, Not People’s Needs: The Indignity of Welfare Reform, 10 Amer. U. J. of Gender, Soc. Policy & Law 27 (2002).

PRESENTATIONS
An Introduction to Clinical Legal Education in the United States, Delhi University Law College, New Delhi, India, December 14, 2004.
Language, Lawyering and Racial Treachery, Critical Race Lawyering Conference, Fordham Law School, New York, NY, November 5, 2004.
Cross-Racial Lawyering & Organizing, Law & Society Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL, May 26, 2004.

Law & Organizing and Legal Clinics, AALS Clinical Conference, San Diego, CA, May 1, 2004.

Workshop for the Future: Immigration, Asylum, and International Human Rights Clinics (co-planner and facilitator), AALS Clinical Conference, in San Diego, May 2, 2004.
Lawyering for Limited English Proficient Clients, New York Law School Clinical Theory Workshop, New York, NY, March 26, 2004.

LGBT Immigrants’ Rights and Organizing Post 9/11, Queer Asian Pacific Legacy, New York, NY, March 6, 2004.
Immigrants After September 11: What Process is Now Due?, American University Washington College of Law (symposium participant), Washington, DC, October 9, 2003.
Lessons of Korematsu: Balancing Civil Liberties and National Security, American University Washington College of Law, September 25, 2003.
Islam on Trial?  Today’s Religious and Ethnic Targeting and Its Historical Context, Patriotism in a Time of War: Defending the Bill of Rights and the Individual Accused in Terrorism Cases Federal Defenders Conference, Detroit, MI, May 9, 2003.

Lawyering for Limited English Proficient Clients, Mid-Atlantic Clinical Theory Workshop, University of the District of Columbia Law School, Washington, DC, April 25, 2003.
Why Diversity Matters, Society of American Law Teachers Discussion on Grutter v. Bollinger, Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, DC, April 1, 2003.
Lawyers as Activists: Responses to INS Racial Targeting, American University Washington College of Law, (moderator), Washington, DC, March 20, 2003.

Addressing Socio-Economic Disparities in South Asian America, Yale University, New Haven, CT, February 8, 2003.

Re-Racing Arabs, Muslims, and South Asians, Re-Imagining Asian America: Race, Religion and Asian America After 9/11, Simpson Center for the Humanities, University of Washington, Seattle WA, November 19, 2002.
The River Hasn’t Changed, The Raft is Still the Same: Why September 11 is an Asian Pacific American Issue and What We Can Do About It, Asian American Bar Association of the Delaware Valley (keynote address), Philadelphia, PA, October 25, 2002.

Defending Immigrants After 9/11, National Association of Muslim Lawyers Conference, Columbia Law School, New York, NY, October 12, 2002.

Liberty, Security and the Constitution: A Town Hall Meeting for the Muslim Community, The Constitution Project and Karamah, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA, September 25, 2002.

International and Domestic Implications of September 11: Identifying the Legal Issues and Enriching Public Debate, American University Washington College of Law, Washington, DC, September 11, 2002.

Hate Crimes Against South Asians, Congressional Staff Briefing (sponsored by U.S. Reps. Lynn Woolsey and Mike Honda), Washington, DC, July 25, 2002.

Labour Law and the Informal Economy (moderator), Women in Informal Employment: Globalizing and Organizing, Geneva, Switzerland, June 15-16, 2002.

9.11 Global Emergencies, University of California, San Diego, Institute for International Comparative and Area Studies, San Diego, CA, May 7, 2002.

September 11 and the Challenge to Coalition, Opening Plenary Speaker, LatCrit VII (Latina and Latino Critical Race Theory) Conference, Portland, OR, May 2, 2002.

9/11 and the Asian American Community, American Bar Association of the Delaware Valley Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA, April 27, 2002.

Racial Profiling, Feminism and 9/11, Feminism and Legal Theory Workshop, Cornell Law School, Ithaca, NY, April 20, 2002.
Hate Crimes Against South Asians: A Legal, Social, and Cultural History, South Asian American Leaders of Tomorrow (SAALT) Program: Raising Our Voices, Washington, DC, March 28, 2002.

The Ethics of Narrative, Homophobia in the Halls of Justice: Sexual Orientation Bias and Its Implications Within the Legal System Conference, American University Washington College of Law, Washington, DC, March 26, 2002.

A Place at the Table: Legal Rights of Women in Afghanistan (moderator), American University Washington College of Law, Washington, DC, March 21, 2002.

Immigrants’ Rights Before and After 9/11 and the Challenge of Coalition, National Coalition of Asian Pacific Americans Dialogue: South Asian Americans Post 9/11, Washington, DC, February 12, 2002.

Labor Law and the Informal Economy, Women in Informal Employment Globalizing and Organizing (WIEGO) Annual Meeting, Ahmedabad, India, January 20, 2002.

(Re)Racialization of Arab, Muslim and South Asian Communities Post- 9/11, American Studies Association Conference, Washington, DC, November 10, 2001.

Trafficked Women as Labor Activists, National Asian Pacific American Women’s Forum Meeting, Washington, DC, November 7, 2001.

Media Representations of Arabs and Muslims Post 9/11, American University Washington College of Law, October 16, 2001.

Human Trafficking in the U.S. of South Asian and Southeast Asian Women, U.S. State Department International Visitor Program, Presentation to South Asian Delegation, Washington, DC, August 21, 2001.

Informalization of the Formal Economy in the Los Angeles Garment Industry, “The Informal Economy in North America,” Harvard Trade Union Program, May 21-22, 2001.
Trafficked Women, Labor Activists, and the Making of Victims, “Transgressing Borders: Women’s Bodies, Identities and Families,” (Conference in honor of Mary Jo Frug), New England School of Law, March 31, 2001.

Labor Standards and Worker Health in the Informal Economy: A Look at the Los Angeles Garment Industry, “Work and Health: New Relationships in a Changing Economy” (sponsored by the Rockefeller Foundation, the California Endowment, and the California Wellness Foundation), San Francisco, CA, March 16, 2001.

Diversity, Marginality and Cross-Racial Work Within the Asian Pacific American Civil Rights Community, National Asian Pacific American Bar Association Annual Convention, Civil Rights Forum, Washington, DC, October 14, 2000.

Lecturer, Washington College of Law, American University, Asian Pacific Americans and the Law Class (Prof. Leti Volpp), October 16, 2000; February 29, 2000.

Lecturer, University of California, Los Angeles, Asian Americans and the Law Class (Profs. Kent Wong and Stewart Kwoh), October 17, 2000.

Lecturer, California State University, Northridge, “Los Angeles: Past, Present Future” Class (Prof. Mary Ovnick), Northridge, CA, March 8, 2000.

Lecturer, Loyola Marymount University, Contemporary Issues in Asian Pacific American Communities (Prof. Dennis Arguelles), Los Angeles, CA, February 23, 2000.

The Perversity of Impoverishment: The Case for Public Interest Law in Los Angeles, Plenary Panel Speaker, UCLA Law School Symposium, “Speaking Truth to Power: A Conference on Progressive Law and Community Action Strategies,” Los Angeles, CA, September 27, 1999.

Impact of Welfare Reform on Refugee Communities: Identifying Language Access Issues, California Statewide Refugee Information Exchange Conference, San Diego, CA, September 2, 1999.
Strategies for Improving Language Access to Public Benefits Programs, Western Center on Law and Poverty, Health and Welfare Statewide Task Force, Riverside, CA, May 14, 1999.
Race, Identity, and Multi-Racial Legal Advocacy: The Role of Advocate Identity in Public Interest Law, University of Michigan Journal of Race and Law Martin Luther King, Jr. Symposium, “Trying the System: Lawyers and Racial Justice,” Ann Arbor, MI, January 25, 1999.

The Role of Private Industry Councils, the County, Private Sector and Advocates in Welfare-to-Work, Getting it to Work: A Conference on Welfare-to-Work and Families, Los Angeles, CA, September 24, 1998.

BAR ADMISSION
Admitted to District of Columbia Bar, 2003

Admitted to New York Bar, 1997

Admitted to California Bar, 1997

LANGUAGES

Proficient in Hindi and Urdu.  Read and understand French.  Learning Spanish. 
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